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Jataka Tales 

Bird Stories 

AU living creatures die to be born again—so the Hindus 
believe. Siddhartha who became the Buddha was no exception. 
It is believed that several lifetimes as a Bodhisattva go into the 
making of the Buddha, the Enlightened one. 

The Bodhisattva has come in may forms—man, monkey, deer, 
elephant and lion. Whatever his mortal body, he has spread the 
message of justice and wisdom, tempered with compassion. This 
wisdom of right thinking and right living, is preserved in the 
Jataka tales. 

These tales are based on the folklore, legends and ballads of 
ancient India. We cannot assign a definite date to the Jataka 
stories. Taking into account archaeological and literary evidence 
it appears that they were compiled in the period, the third 
century B.C. to the fifth century A.D. They give us invaluable 
information about ancient Indian civilization, culture and 
philosophy. 

This volume of deer stories will keep children amused, while 
never failing to point out the ultimate triumph of good over evil. 


AM AR CHITRA KATHA means good reading. 
Over 78 million copies sold so far. 
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THE VALUE OF FRIENDS 


LONG AGO, ON THE SHORE OF A LARGE LANE, THERE UUEP A HAWK . 



THEN ONE PAY, A SHE-HAWK CAME TO LIVE ON 
THE OPPOStTE SHORE. WHEN THE HAWK HEARP 


OF IT HE FLEW OVER TO HER. 


ALL RIGHT. BUT 
TELL ME, PO 
HAVE ANV 
FRIENDS? 



THEN VOU MUST MAKE 
SOME FRIENDS. IN 
TIMES OF NEED, IT 
IS FRIENDS WHO > 
\ HELP. J 

























































































amar c hi fra katha 



THE HANK AGREED AND FLEW TO THE T/NV 
ISLAND IN THE M/DPLE OF THE LA FE NHERE 
THE TORTO/SE 


WITH 




HE THEN MADE FRIENDE IV/TH 




F/NALLV, THE HANK C ALLED ON THE L/ON 



THAT’S 
A GOOD 
IPEA. 


PECIPE WHERE 
TO MAKE OUR 
v. HOME. 


THE HANK THEN RETURN EP TO 
THE SHE-HAWK. _ y ^ no ^ WE 

^ HAVE THREE 
FRIENPS NOVV. 


WHAT ABOUT THE 
KAPAMBA TREE ON THE 
ISLANP WHERE THE 
TORTOISE LIVES E 
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JATAKA TALES 



SO THE TWO FLEW OVER. TO THE ISLANP ANP MAPE A HEST OH THE KAPAM BA 
TREE . SOON TWO LtTTLE ONES WERE BORN TO THEM. i—- ^ - -g 


THIS IS THE SAFEST 
PLACE WE COULP FINP 
— FAR FROM THE 
HAUNTS OF MEN. v 


1 

flHi 


1— ^ 


k ► * r - - i 
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IT’S BEEN A SAP PAy. 
WE’VE CAUGHT NOTHING 
NOT EVEN A RABBIT I 


ANP IT’S 
ALMOST 
EVEN I NS! 


BUT THE FLACE WAS HOT AS SAFE AS 
THE HAWKS IMAGINEP. ONE PAT TWO 
HUNTERS CAME — ]- 


BUT THET HAP NO LUCK. TOWARPS 

NIGHTFALL — i —7 - 1 ~"\ 

LET'S SWIM ACROSS TO 

THAT ISLANP, ANP SPENP 
THE NIGHT THERE.AT 
PAWN WE’LL TRy OUR S 
V. LUCK AGAIN. 


WHAT SHALL 
WE P O ? 


WE CAN’T RETURN 
EMPTy-HANPEP! 


WE MIGHT yET CATCH 
A FISH OR A yOUNG^ 
TORTOISE, PER-By 
, HAPS. W'i 
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amar chitra katha 



WHEN THEY REACHÉP THE ISLAND 


LET S LIGHT A FIRE. 
THAT SHOULP 
. PRIVE THEM y 
:Vv AWAY. 


THESE 

MOSOUITOES 

ARE 

IMPOSSIBLE* 




SH-S-SH! 
LET’S FINP 
OUT WHAT 
THEY ARE 
PLANNING. 


PIP V OU HEAR 
THAT ? HUMAN 
v VOICES t > 



THEY ARE PLANNING TO EAT 
OUR CHILPREN ! FRIENP TORTOISE 
l& A&LEEP .QUICK, MV PEAR, FLY 
TO THE OSPREY ANP SEEK 
HIS HELP. 



THE OSPREY WAS SURPR/SEP TO SEE THE HAWK. 


1 — 
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JATAKA TALES 



WHEN THE HAWK TOLP H/M 


NOT VET. THEY’RE 
BUSV LIGHTING 
_ A FIRE. ^ 


HAVE THEV 
CLIMBEP THE 
. TREE VET ? 



THEN FLV BACK TO 
YOUR WIFE ANP • 



UNDER COVER OF N/GHT, THE OSPREi 
FLEW TO THE KAPAMEA TREE ANP 
WA/TEP ANP WATCHEP. I — 


THERE I THE FIRE 
IS BLAZING 
MERRILV. LET’S 
‘ G ET THE 
>— BIRPS.^ 




i* 

rm 



Hé 
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omar chitra katha 



—ANP PUT JT 
OUT. ITT - 


• •• CAME OUT, SHOOK Hl At SELF OVER. 

the fire... i—-—-- 



COME POWN. IT S 
NO USE CATCHING 
THE FLEPGLINGS 
TILL THE FIRE IS 
ABLAZE AGAIN. 


WHAT’S THAT ? IS 
IT THE FIRE ? 
PERHAPS,THE 
. WOOP W/AS WETJ 


THE HUNTERS SOON 
HAP AHOTHER FIRE 
BLAZtNG. ■ - 




BUT AS SOON AS 
THEY IUENT TO GET 
THE BIRPS, THE 
OSPREY ONCE AGAIN 
PUT OUT THE FIRE. 

























































JATAKA TALES 



THIS WENT ON TILL M/PN/GHT. THE 
SHE-HAWK FELT SORRY FOR. THE 
OSPREY 


HE’LL LOSE Hl 5 
LIFE TRyiNG TO SAVE 
OUR VOUNG ONES. GO 
TO FRIENP TORTOISE 
.ANP SEE IF HE CAN y 
HELP. 



WHEN THE HAWK FLEW TO THE TORTOISE 
ANP TO LP H!M THE IN HOLE STORY — 


PON’T NORRY. I LL 
COM E THERE AS QU/CKLY 
AS I CAN- 



HEV, LOOKJ A HUGE TORTOISE* 
LÉT'S F0R6ET THE BIRPS ANP 
CATCH HIM- WE’LL HAVE . 
w ENOUGH FOOP FOR PAYS.P; 








...ANP BOUNP THE TORTOISE TO THEIR 
BOP!ES. r--r. —r--r- vmi/ i _ _ 


AWAY * 


I WILLI 
I WILL i 
l’LL pull 

YOU ALL 
RIGHT* 
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HUNTERS QUtCKL V 
THAT &QUNP THEM TO 


THE FELLOW IS PANGEROUS J LET’S 
LEAVE HIM HERE ANP MAKE ANOTHER 
FIRE FOR 


OF CLOTH 




THEVRE SACKl 
GO TO THE LION 
ANP SEEK HIS 
. HELP. ^ 
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JATAKA TALES 




SUPPEN Li 


(\ UON! 


.u... 





T«£ HUNTERS REN FOR. THE/R 
UVES MNP JUMPEP /NTO THE LflKE. 
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amar chitra kat ha 



JHERE ONCE WAS A BRAHMANA WHO HAP A W/FE ANP THREE PAUGHTERS • HE 
LOVEP THEM DEARLY AND TOOK GOOD CARE OR THEM. 



THEN SUPPEN LY ONE PAY L'E 
PIEP. r 

HOW COU LP HE LEAVE US 
ANP GO ? WffO 
WILL CARE 
FOR US 
NOW ? 



SOME KINP NEIGHBOURS WHO HEARP HER 
WAtL/NG 



I MUST GO ANP SEE HfHV 
MV WIFE ANP PAUGHTERS 
ARE GETTING ALONG. r- 


MEANWHILE, THE BRAHMANA WAS REBORN AS A GOLDEN SWAN. ONE PAY — 
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JATAKA TALES 



HE FLEW TO H/S V/LLAGE 


THEY LIVE ON 
CHARITY ! HOW 
PEGRAPING! I MUST 
PO SOMETHING TO 
HELP THEM. 




MOTHER ! LOOK f 
A GØLPEN BIRPJ 
, LET’S CATCH 
fK IT! 


WAIT ! I AM VOUR 
HUSBANP, REBORN 
^ AS A BIRP. 



I CAN’T BEAR TO SEE YOUR PLIGHT 
l’LL GIVE YOU ONE OF MY 
FEATHERS. SELL IT ANP USE 
v THE MONEY TO BUY FOOP y 
ANP CLOTHING. ^4 ' 
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amar c hi fra kat ha 



HE PLUCKEP OUT ONE OF 
H/S GOLPEN FE FT HERS... 





VJEEK AFTER WEEK HE FE TURN EP TO Gll/E HER 
YET MOTHER FEATHER ANP THE W/POW 



SUT, ALAS ! URE MOST R/CH PEOPLE 
SHE &ECAME GREEPY. ONE PAY — 


SUPPOSE HE STOPS 
COMING f A MERE BIRP 
IS NOT TC BE TROSTEP. 



THE NEXT TIME HE COMES 
. I’LL PL UCK OUT ALL 
•V HIS FEATHERS. > 


VOU CAN’T 
Art EAN IT, 
ArtOTHER ! 


NO, ArtOTHER ! 
VOU CAN’T PO 
THATI 
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JATAKA TALES 



..-ANP PESP/TE ALL H/å 
STRUQGUNG , PLUCKEP 
H/M CL EAN- i- 


BUT THE W/POW HAP MAPE UP HER 
HiNP. THE NEXT T/ME THE B/HP 
CAME... i->?—-c- 






THERE ! NØW WE’LL 
NEVER BE POOR 
^ AGAIN ! 




l’VE BEEN CHEATEP? THEV’RE 
JUST ØRPINARV WHITE FEATHERS? 
H-HOW PIP IT HAPPEN ? 









































































omar chitra katha 



l’LL TELL VOU HOW. MV 
GOLPEN FEATHERS 
TURNEP WHITE BECAUSE 
HOa-.'iOU f-LUCKEP 
THEM AGAINST MV WILLI 
IFORGOT TO WARN 
TOU NEVER TO OO 


ThAT. 



VOU FORGOT ? HOW 
COULP HOU BE SO 
CARELESS! WE ARE 
RUINEPf 



THAT'S WHERE A USELESS 

THE PUSTBIN 


BIRP BELONGS 
ONE OF VOU GIVE HIM 
. SOMETHING TO EAT 


.. . 1 


WITHIN MON7H&, THE S W/W'S 
FE AT HERS GREW AGAtN - BUT 
THEV WERE ALL WHITE. 




AS FOR THE GREEPV WlFE SHE SOON 
F/N/SHEP ALL HER MOHEV ANP FELL 
UPONBAP PAYS AS SHE WELL PESERVEP. 
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JATAKA TALES 



THE LOYAL GENERAL 


IliBftlfb 


LONG AGO IN l/ARANASI, THERE UUEP A PING CROKt 
WHO HAP A MATE HE LOVEP PEARLW. 



I PON T 
WANT THE 
KINP OF FOOP 
WE FINP» 


ONE PAT, AS THEY FLEW PAST THE PALACE OF THE PING OF VARAN ft SI, QUEEH 
CROW SAW A SIGHT WH/CH MAPE HER MOUTH WATER. 


AH ! HOW I WISH 
I COULP TASTE JUST 
A TINV BIT OF 
k THAT FISH I Y 






' 






I WANT THE FOOP 
I SAW' IN THE PALACE 
ON THE KING’S TABLE. 
IF I CAN’T HAVE IT, 
l’LL PIE. ^ 


THE NEXT PAT 


7 


COME, MV LOVE. 
LET’S GO OUT ANP 
LOOK FOR SOME 
v FOOP. S 




I / 

1/ 


J / 

i W i 


\ 






— 


•• 


_ 
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amar chitrø kat ha 



AS THE RING CROIV WONPEREP WHAT HE SHOULP 
PO, HIS GENERAL CAME UP. \ — 5 =- 


YOUR MAdESTY, WHAT'S 
^ THE MATTER ? 



WHEN THE RING CROH/ TOLP 

HtM — |— 7 -:-li 

OH! IS THAT ALL?| 
PON’T WORRV. 

i’ll see that our 

OUEEN HAS THE 
FOOD SHE CRAVES 


TAKING EtGHT OF THE BEST CROH/S WITH Hl/H, THE GENERAL FLEW TOWARPS 




NOW LISTEN CAREFULLY. 
WHILE THE FOOP IS BEING 
TAKEN TO THE KING, l’LL 
MAKE THE COOK PROP 



FOUR OF Y OU MUST THEN 
FILL YOUR BEAKS WITH 
RICE ANP FOUR WITH FISH 
ANP FLY TO OUR QUEEN . 
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PROP THOSE PISHES ANP 
CATCH THAT WICKEP 
^ CROW! ^ 


s® 




m 



THE MOMENT THE PISHE& WERE 
PROPPEP, THE CHOSEN E/&HT FILLEC? 
7HEIR BEARS AND FLEW AWAV. 



GOOQ1 YOU’VE GOT Hl Mi 
BRING HIM HERE. 


AH* THE QUEEN’S LONGING 
WILL BE SATISFIEP. THEY 
CAN PO WHAT THEY WILL 

WITH ME, NOW 
































































































amar chitra katha 



O, CROW » VOU HAVE PAREP 
TO PISPLEASE ME.ANP IN 
THIS FOOLISH VENTURE 
YOU’VE RISKEP YOUR , 
v VERV LIFEf WHY PIP 

\vou po it f \\ 












1 


/ 




- -i. 




i 



FOR MY KING. HE TOLP ME 
ABOUT THE QUEEN’S LONGINQ 
FOR THE FOOP SHE SAW ON 
YOUR TABLE. I PROM I SEP TO 
GÉT IT FOR HER — ANP a 
\ I HAVE KEPT MY slå 

PROMISE. 



THE BIRP WAS WILLlNG TO 
SACRIFICE HIS LIFE FOR 
HIS KING« SUCH LOYALTY r 
IS RARE ! HE MUST 
BE REWARPEP. 



HENCEFORTH A PORTION OF THE 
FOOP GOOKEP FOR ME, SHALL 
BE SENT EVERY PAY TO VOU 
ANP YOUR KING ANP QUEEN. 
ANP A LARGE MEASURE OF 
RICE SHALL BE COOKEP FOR 

YOUR KING'S 
FOLLOWING • 
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PRACTISE WHAT YOU PREACH 


Jj 


- 3 - 

ONCE THE KING OF THE BIRPS TOOK HIS FLOCK TO THE H/MALAYAS IN SEARCH OF FOOP. 



NOW GO ANP LOOK FOR. 
SEEDS AND GRAIN. WHEN 
YOU FINP SOME, REPORT 
TO ME, SO WE CAN ALL 
-- - SHARE IT. 



f LOOK AT ALL THAT ^ 
GRAIN ON THE ROAP. 
WHAT A FEAST » I WON’T 
TELL THE KINO ABOUT 
i THIS FINP ! > 


AS THEY WANPEREP OFF, ONE OF THE 
BIRPS CAME TO A ROAP ALONG WHtCH 
WAGONS LO APEP WITH GRAIN USEP 
TO PASS -| r 

r 






I KNOW ! I’LL TELL 
THEM ABOUT IT ANP 
YET KEEP THEM 
V, AWAYI 





' - )1 


x 4 
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amar chitra katha 


SHEFLEW BACK. 


YOU’VE BE EN 
AWAV A LONG TIME I 
HAVE VOU HAP 
ANV LUCK? 



WAGONS? THEN 
THERE Ml/ST BE 
PLENTY OF GRAIN 
V THERE ! ANP... 


I HAPPENEP TO FLY OVER THE 
HIGHWAY ! ELEPHANTS ANP 
HORSES, ANP WAGONS 
PRAWN BY FIERCE BULLOCKS 
^ GO ALONG THAT ROUTE. A 


( THERE IS . BUT ONCE VOU ^ 

AUGHT IT’S PIFFICOLT 
TO SOAR UP AGAIN - 
PON’T GO THAT WAV. 




APTER. HER WARNING, THE OTHER BlR n ~ 
CAREFUL TO AVOID THE HIGHWAY. r 

THAT WAi 


CLEVER 


/VIE 


OF 


HAVE ALL THIS GRAIN 
/VWSELF NOW._ 


TO 
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JATAKA TALES 





WHAT'5 THAT ? 
OHiACAKri 


THERE'5 ENOUGH TIME 
TO PECK A FEW MORE 
SEEPS. 


»V/V/J7 SHE PiDN'T RNOW HWS 7«/>7 IT HWS SAPRE&S CART. 


BUT BEFORE SHE COULP TÅRE 
THE CART RAR OVER HER. .- 


1 OH!NO| 
\TB ALMOBT 
UPØN AAE| 






































amar chilra katha 






































THE GREEDY CROW 


A HGEON ONCE MADE IT$ HOME IN THE KlTCHEN Of A RKH MERCHANT OF VARANASI. 


AS THE PiGEON FLEH/ OUT IN SEAffCM OF 
FOOD. THE CROiV FOLLOWED MIM. ÆTER 
A Mi ILE i- 


WHV OO 'iOU 
FOILOW * 
ME.FRJEN PP/ 


f I LIKE iOU. ^ 
I WOULP LIKE TO 
FE£P WITH 
V YOU. > 
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JATAKA TAUS 



ANP 50 THE C/KW. TOO,SEQAN TO U VE !N THE 
KETCHEN. THEN. ONE EVEN/NQ AS THE TWO 
AETVKNEP HOME — { m ,p jr 


WMATUICK'lVE 
ALREAPY EATEN MY 
F1LL TODAY. "TOMORROtV 
l*LL FEAST — NOT ON 
WORMS SUT ON F ISHf 


TME master 

|& MAVING A BANQUET 
TOMORROW- ClEAN ANP 
CUT ALL TMIS F1SH 

tonigmt. y 


LOOK 


AT HIS 
MOUTM 
WATERI 


I PONT KNOAM 
IT MUST BE 
TME WORMS 
I ATE TODAY! < 


THE NEXT mORN/NQ 


l’M NOT COM I NO 
"TODAY. Y OU <50 
AL0N6 . I MAVE 
A TERRIBLE 
STOMACMACME. 
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amor chifre tot ha 



VOU T71/EF ! 15 THIS bON 
VOU REPAV ME FOR 
. SHELTERINØ YOU ? / 


befope tme staptlep cpoh/ coolp 

REAL/SE WHAT H/AS HAPPENING, THE 
COQK POUNCEP ON H/PI ■ 


r l*LL PLUCK VOU CLEAN ANP 

SOAK YOU IN A MIXTURE OF 
.SOUR BUTTERMILK ANP y 
SPICES! 


TfiAT EMENING MIHEN THE PtGEON FLEW 
IN ANP SAM/ THE CPOM/'S PUGHT - 


LATER 


ALAS, /WY GREEPV 
FRIENP IFONLY VOU 
HAP LI STEN EP 70 
v *E» 


THAT SHOULP V 
TEACH VOU NEVER 
TO BE GREEPV 




































WfLL NEED 
( YØUR HELP, 
WOOQPeCKEft. 

lCCVME vwith 

ME. 


THE BULBUL AND THE HORNBILL 


THE HORMBtLL WAS ONCE THE t 
Of THE ØiRDS. BUT HE USEP 7 
KILL SMALLER. BtRDS !F THEY / 
THE SL/åHTEST MISTAKE. 


SO ONE PAY ALL THE ØlRPS OOT TOQéTHER 
ANP DECtpED THAT THEY MOST HAVE A A '£* 
*MG. THE/R CHOKE FELL ON THE B<JL3c/L . 


... ANP HE COULP ^ 
NOT HURT ANVONE 
eVEN IF HE J 


HE HA6> 

A REGAL 
APPEARAHCE- 


BUT H ON PO WE 
BREAK THE NEWS 
TO THE HORNBILL? 
HE WON’T BE > 

































o mor c+vtro luitha 



IF I C AN NOT 
BREAK THE 
BRANCH WHO 
OAN P 


TELL ME 
WHICH BRANCH 
I &HOULP 

srr ON- J 


THAT‘6 
THE BRANCH. 






















































































